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Non-Technical summary 
This report provides analysis of an area of lidar (Light Detection and Ranging) data captured in 
advance of the construction of the Foynes-Limerick road scheme and comprising a linear distance of 
c. 34 km, with a data capture width of 1 km. Using multiple visualisations, previously recorded 
SMR/RMP entries and scheme constraints were examined according to a pre-determined grid, and 
new potential archaeological features identified. These were assigned confidence scores from 1 
(strong possibility of the feature being archaeological) to 3 (weak possibility of the feature being 
archaeological). Additionally, confidence scores of 0 (no trace of site remains) and 4 (site not suitable 
for comment – e.g. buildings) were assigned. In this way 140 new potential sites were identified in 
addition to the 158 previously recorded, a potential increase of almost 90%. 

Areas considered of high archaeologicical potential have been highlighted, based upon clusters of 
monuments and archaeological features as well as on the Geological Survey of Ireland Quaternary 
dataset. The proposed road scheme passes through a number of areas of lake sediment, peatland 
and alluvium, all of which are likely to be of archaeological potential. 

A series of appendices list all sites, both newly identified and pre-existing, provide a comprehensive 
grid-by-grid image catalogue and a brief description of what is present in each grid. 
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Introduction 
This report outlines the querying of an area of lidar data for potential heritage assets along a c. 34 
km stretch of road corridor in Co. Limerick, captured in advance of the Foynes to Limerick Road 
Improvement Scheme (Fig. 1).  

Lidar (Light Detection and Ranging) or ALS (Airborne Laser Scan) data are airborne survey data – 
distance measurements captured using a time of flight laser scanner mounted on an aircraft and 
tightly controlled spatially using a combination of differential GPS and Inertial Measurement Unit 
(the latter to counteract movement of the aircraft in flight). These are expressed as elevation data 
and comprise millions of x,y,z points which are usually interpolated to create a surface – a Digital 
Elevation Model or DEM. The first surface struck by each laser pulse is usually the vegetation canopy 
– a model made from these ‘first returns’ is called a Digital Surface Model (DSM). Conversely the last 
return made from each laser pulse often represents the ground; a model made from these last 
returns is known as a Digital Terrain Model (DTM) or ‘bare earth model’ and is usually the desired 
product for archaeological prospection. Lidar data can only identify features with upstanding 
topographic expression so can only ever be one of a suite of methods used in archaeological 
prospection.  

The density of measurements depends upon a range of factors, both logistical and also practical, 
with point spacing usually ranging between one point per 2m2 to over 50 points per square metre. At 
higher point density (‘posting’) the number of ground points, even beneath dense vegetation can be 
increased, allowing virtual removal of vegetation and identification of archaeological features 
beneath it. The current dataset was captured at an average point density of 16 points per metre and 
filtered (i.e. the vegetation removed) using the commercial software package TerraScan by Bluesky 
Ireland who flew the data. This was provided as a Digital Terrain Model gridded 0.5 m (i.e. four 
points per metre). While it is possible to work with the full 16 point per metre dataset, this would 
add little additional value: the value of additional resolution is primarily at the data capture stage 
where increased resolution = better vegetation penetration. In the current survey this is very clearly 
demonstrated: many of the ringforts recorded here are beneath dense vegetation, and data capture 
at less than that undertaken would have produced very poor results.  

As lidar data represent elevation alone they require additional visualisation methods to maximise 
their potential. These are increasingly diverse and no one method alone is ideal. As such, a range of 
methods should be utilised in any such study (Crutchley 2010; Challis et al. 2011).  

 Single Direction Hillshading represents the simplest visualisation of all, lighting the surface 
from an azimuth (light direction) and elevation of the operator’s choosing. The elevation 
value is usually kept low (10 degrees) to maximise the potential of identifying very low 
profile earthworks, while the azimuth is varied. The main weakness of this approach is that 
some features will be visible from one azimuth but invisible from another. 

 Multi-direction hillshading attempts to overcome the weakness of conventional hillshading 
by producing a composite image of a number of (often 16) hillshades. This eliminates issues 
of features ‘vanishing’ from certain azimuths; however, some subtle features can be 
‘washed out’ using this method alone. 

 SkyView Factor (Zakšek et al. 2011) assesses the visibility of sky from each pixel within the 
elevation dataset, assigning a value between 0 (no sky visible) and 1 (all sky visible). This is 



5 
 

particularly valuable in highlighting abrupt changes in elevation where adjacent pixels can go 
from very low to very high number (e.g. walls or sharp-edged pits). It is ineffectual in the 
case of low, subtle earthworks as the variation in how much sky is visible is negligible. 

 

 

Fig. 1. Road corridor from Foynes to Limerick. 100 m route corridor marked in green. Area 
of lidar capture shown as 16-direction hillshade, urban centres in blue. 
 

 Local Relief Modelling (trend removal – cf. Hesse 2010). Given that archaeological features 
essentially represent deviation from the underlying topographic trend, it is possible to 
enhance them by looking at this deviation. There are a number of trend removal methods 
which essentially work along the same lines: the DEM is smoothed to produce an underlying 
trend raster. This is then subtracted from the original, unsmoothed surface providing a map 
of deviation from the underlying topography. Trend removal methods are especially useful 
in areas with significant topographic variation in that they remove the ‘shadow’ issues which 
can be problematic hillshading/SkyView factor. By convention the trend surface is displayed 
using a blue (low relief) to red (high relief) colour ramp. 

Using the package RVT (Relief Visualisation Toolbox v. 1.3 - http://iaps.zrc-sazu.si/en/rvt#v) all of 
these visualisations can be batch-processed ready for incorporation into a GIS. 

Frequently the best results can be achieved using a combination of methods and transparencies. All 
of the images included in this report are combinations of either 16-direction hillshade or SkyView 
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Factor overlain with a semi-transparent trend surface (60% transparency). This is felt to provide the 
greatest level of visible detail. Parameters used are as follows: 

 SkyView Factor. Calculated using default settings in RVT (16 search directions, 10 pixel 
radius). Minimum/maximum between 0.94-0.99  

 16-direction hillshade. Calculated using default settings in RVT with the exception of 
elevation set to 20 degrees.  

 Simple LRM. Calculated using default settings in RVT (20 pixel trend assessment). Displayed 
at a transparency of between 60 and 70% as considered appropriate. 

Profile images were created using GlobalMapper v.13.2. Where dimensions of an enclosure are 
stated these are internal – from inner edge of bank to inner edge. 

All analyses have been undertaken using the open-source package QGIS2.18.6. All tiled data 
(including aerial imagery and 6 inch mapping) have been compiled into Virtual Raster catalogues (.vrt 
files), essentially treating them as single large raster files from the perspective of colour ramps etc. It 
should be noted that there are slight inconsistencies within some of these data sourced: the 6 inch 
mapping has some small gaps between tiles, a feature of the legacy dataset, and the lidar data 
appear to have been acquired over a short time window, meaning that one or two tiles have a 
slightly different appearance. This does not impact on their utility for prospection. 

A 1 km grid was placed over the dataset, resulting in 76 grid squares. Each of these has been 
assessed using the range of visualisations discussed above with the exception of a single-direction 
hillshade, as this adds little value beyond the combination of LRM + SVF + 16 direction hillshade. A 
point-based shapefile was created to include  

 Code number by grid;  
 SMR/RMP/RPS/NIAH no. (if relevant) 
 Scheme constraint number (if relevant) 
 ITM co-ordinates;  
 Barony; 
 Townland; 
 Civil Parish; 
 Grid (i.e. which arbitrary grid square the site resides in) 
 Corridor (i.e. whether it lies within the 100m corridor) 
 Site dimensions (where appropriate) 
 Degree of confidence on a three point scale, with 1 = Highly likely to be archaeologically 

significant to 3 = Possibly of archaeological significance. In the case of previously recorded 
sites the confidence scale has been expanded to include 0 = sites which have no topographic 
signature or have been destroyed and 4 = sites for which these data provide no additional 
useful information (e.g. upstanding buildings). 

The shapefiles were also spatially cross-referenced with previously assigned Built Heritage (BH), 
Cultural Heritage (CH) and Demesne (DL) categories, so within the shapefile each point can be 
queried as to whether it lies within any of these areas 
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Within this report a number of categories of site will be used, some very broad, some much more 
descriptive.  These include: 

 Field system: An organised grouping of former field boundaries. In some cases these may 
represent deserted settlement 

 Deserted settlement: A more organised grouping of field boundaries, with some signs of 
nucleation and possibly buildings 

 Settlement cluster: A small group of enclosures perhaps relating to one or two farmsteads. 
 Enclosure: The broadest category, encompassing everything from barrows to moated sites. 

Where the character of the enclosure is more suggestive a sub-classification will be 
suggested 

 Ringfort: Small enclosures (25-40 m), in particular those with external ditches are most likely 
to belong in this category. 

 Mound: Mounds, unless they are large ones, are one of the least satisfactory elements of 
lidar-based prospection. Modern mounds within agricultural land are frequent and difficult 
to discern from the archaeological.  

 Platform: Often raised, rectangular areas, likely to represent demolished and levelled 
building remains. 

The distinction between these categories is often a matter of personal experience with such 
datasets. This is also the case with the existing RMP data. As such there is a degree of fluidity, 
especially between the ringfort and enclosure classes. 

Physical character of the area 
The road corridor stretches from what are essentially estuarine deposits to the west, through an 
area of outcropping limestone, with the majority of the corridor lying on glacial sediments, especially 
limestone-derived tills (Fig. 2). Rock outcrops in a number of locations, and there are some patches 
of alluvium also, in particular the area north of Adare. There are several areas of peat and lake 
sediment impacted by the road corridor; these must be regarded as areas of high archaeological 
potential, especially given the number of fulachtaí fia encountered in such landscapes during the 
construction of the Bord Gáis Pipeline to the West (cf. Grogan et al. 2007). While in the case of lake 
sediments the shoreline might be a particular focus, without better understanding the history of 
terrestrialisation it is possible that these remained as low-lying wet areas for many hundreds or even 
thousands of years. In particular three areas are worthy of note: 

 The area immediately north of Rathkeale (Fig. 3; 4) 
 The low-lying area of marl in Feenagh/Nantan townlands (Fig. 5) 
 The area of cut peat at Ballybronoge South (Fig. 6) 
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Fig. 3. Lake and peat deposits in Rathkeale area. GSI Quaternary data.  
Key: A = Alluvium undifferentiated; BasEsk = Basic esker sands and gravels; Cut = Cut peat; 
Embankment = Embankment; FenPt = Fen peat; GLs = Limestone sands and gravels (Carboniferous); 
Industrial = Industrial; KaRck = Karstified limestone bedrock at surface; L = Lake sediments; Mesc = 
Estuarine sediments (silts/clays); Mrl = Marl; Rck = Bedrock at surface; TLs = Limestone till 
(Carboniferous); TNSSs = Shales and sandstones till (Namurian); Urban = Urban; Water = Water. 
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Fig. 4. Palaeo-lakeshores at Rathkeale. 16-direction hillshade overlain on 6-inch mapping. 
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Fig. 5. Marl deposit (i.e. former lake) at Feenagh/Nantinan. GSI Quaternary data. 
Key: A = Alluvium undifferentiated; BasEsk = Basic esker sands and gravels; Cut = Cut peat; 
Embankment = Embankment; FenPt = Fen peat; GLs = Limestone sands and gravels (Carboniferous); 
Industrial = Industrial; KaRck = Karstified limestone bedrock at surface; L = Lake sediments; Mesc = 
Estuarine sediments (silts/clays); Mrl = Marl; Rck = Bedrock at surface; TLs = Limestone till 
(Carboniferous); TNSSs = Shales and sandstones till (Namurian); Urban = Urban; Water = Water. 
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Fig. 6. Cut peat deposit at Ballybronoge South. GSI Quaternary data. 
Key: A = Alluvium undifferentiated; BasEsk = Basic esker sands and gravels; Cut = Cut peat; 
Embankment = Embankment; FenPt = Fen peat; GLs = Limestone sands and gravels (Carboniferous); 
Industrial = Industrial; KaRck = Karstified limestone bedrock at surface; L = Lake sediments; Mesc = 
Estuarine sediments (silts/clays); Mrl = Marl; Rck = Bedrock at surface; TLs = Limestone till 
(Carboniferous); TNSSs = Shales and sandstones till (Namurian); Urban = Urban; Water = Water. 

Recorded archaeology and new survey 
There are 158 recorded monuments (including 5 redundant records) within the proposed 1 km route 
corridor (Fig. 7; Table 1). These are dominated by early medieval sites, including 40 ringforts, 4 
cashels, and one crannóg. A number of the 34 recorded enclosures are likely to be additional 
ringforts. Bronze Age activity is also well-represented in the area, with 21 fulachtaí fia, 2 burnt 
mounds and 2 standing stones recorded. Later medieval activity is represented by tower houses (3) 
and unclassified castles (2), with some industrial features (4 mills). There is no obvious indication of 
Neolithic presence in the area, although the possibility remains that some of the enclosures could be 
prehistoric in nature. 

A similar distribution is also reflected in the ‘new’ sites (Fig. 8; Table 2). 
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Fig. 7. Previously recorded monuments within the proposed corridor 

 

Fig. 8. Newly identified ‘Potential Archaeological Features’ within the 1km route corridor. 
 

140 new potential features have been recorded within the area of data provided. These are 
dominated by enclosures (44) and ringforts (34). 69 of the potential sites identified are considered to 
be strong candidates, 49 moderate candidates and 22 only weak candidate sites. It is likely that the 
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Bronze Age component is under-represented here as the most common recorded site type, fulachtaí 
fia, are generally difficult to spot from lidar data owing to their small size. As in any survey of this 
type there features identified are only of potential archaeological interest and require further 
archaeological investigation to ascertain their significance. Also, given that lidar is only useful in the 
identification of sites with topographic expression, there are likely to be many sites which are not 
identified during the current survey. 

Table 1. Sites listed on the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) and/or Record of 
Monuments and Places (RMP) within the 1 km corridor 
Class Count 
Ringfort - rath 40 
Enclosure 34 
Fulacht fia 21 
Excavation - miscellaneous 6 
Redundant record 5 
Church 4 
Graveyard 4 
Ringfort - cashel 4 
Burial ground 3 
Castle - tower house 3 
Mill - unclassified 3 
Pit 3 
Burnt mound 2 
Castle - unclassified 2 
Cross 2 
Kiln - corn-drying 2 
Ritual site - holy well 2 
Standing stone 2 
Bridge 1 
Burial 1 
Castle - hall-house 1 
Chapel 1 
Crannog 1 
Designed landscape feature 1 
Hearth 1 
Historic town 1 
Mill - corn 1 
Moated site 1 
Ring-ditch 1 
Road - gravel/stone trackway - peatland 1 
Road - road/trackway 1 
Road - unclassified togher 1 
Settlement deserted - medieval 1 
Souterrain 1 
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Table 2. Potential archaeological features identified within the 1km route corridor 
Class Count 
Enclosure 44 

Ringfort 34 

Field system 18 

Possible enclosure 14 

Settlement cluster 4 

Building 3 

Designed landscape 3 

Mound 3 

Platform 3 

Settlement 3 

Cashel 2 

Possible burnt mound 2 

Barrow 1 

Deserted settlement  1 

Hilltop enclosure 1 

Hollow way 1 

Moated site 1 

Modified landscape feature 1 

Possible ringfort 1 
 

Sites impacted by the 100 m road corridor  
 

A total of 49 sites have been recorded within the 100 m lidar corridor. These comprise 26 previously 
recorded sites and 23 newly identified potential features (Table 3). Of the 25 previously identified 
sites 2 are designated as ‘redundant records’, 10 present no remaining topographic signature (but 
may be preserved as sub-surface remains), 8 comprise sites excavated in previous infrastructural 
projects and one is reported as of no archaeological significance. In the ‘Archaeological Heritage’ 
layer supplied with the data, the standing stone LI020-156----  appears to lie within the road 
corridor. However, inspection of the RMP reveals that this is marked in wrong place on the data 
provided. 

A single NIAH site, the railway station at Rathkeale (NIAH Registration number 21831013), currently 
the Palatine Heritage Centre 

http://www.buildingsofireland.ie/niah/search.jsp?type=record&county=LC&regno=21831013 

32 Previously identified Cultural Heritage (CH) constraints, 5 Built Heritage (BH) constraints and 9 
Demesne (DL) constraints are also impacted by the corridor to a greater or lesser degree (see Table 
4). The majority of these have no overlap with sites identified in the lidar survey; however, in some 
cases the lidar survey has better defined the extent of the asset (CH4; CH7) or demonstrate the 
extent of archaeological remains within the impacted demesnes (e.g. DL12). These are included 
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within the image database and labelled with their respective constraint identifiers. Confidence 
scores have been assigned to these also, following the same criteria outlined above. 

Of the 23 newly identified sites within the 100 m corridor, 10 are considered strong candidates, 3 of 
which are classified as ringforts, 2 as enclosures, 3 as field systems with one each as hilltop enclosure 
and moated site. A further 7 are classified as moderate candidates (with the exception of one 
settlement these are all ringforts or enclosures) with the remaining 6 as weak candidates. Overall 15 
potential new ringforts or enclosures have been identified within the 100 m corridor (including one 
moated site and one hilltop enclosure), 6 settlements or associated field systems and one mound. 
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Discussion  
Analysis of lidar data from the proposed Foyne-Limerick road scheme has enabled the identification 
of 140 potential new archaeological features, including 68 strong candidates. Analysis of lidar 
datasets such as this begins with two questions:  

1. Is it archaeology? 
2. If it is archaeology, what type of site is it? 

Lidar data only records topographic variation, and classification of features relies on the experience 
and background knowledge of the interpreter. Classification of archaeological features from form 
alone is problematic, especially in Ireland where circular enclosure was commonplace from the late 
Neolithic through to at least the early medieval period, covering henges, hillforts, cashels and 
ringforts. In this sense the most straightforward analysis would list all such features as ‘enclosure’ 
and make no attempt at further classification. Given the prevailing archaeology of the study area 
(early medieval settlement in the form of ringforts) it is likely that many of the enclosures identified 
fall within this category. It is not always clear from topographic surveys whether sites are ditched 
internally (i.e. hengiform) or externally (in the manner of ringforts). 

In keeping with the previously recorded archaeology in the area, the majority of new potential sites 
are likely to be ringforts. Close comparison is difficult owing to difficulties in classification, meaning 
that many sites are generically labelled ‘enclosure’ and hence not really assignable to a particular 
time period. As might be expected, some of the more upland locations (i.e. likely to have been 
exposed to less intensive agricultural improvement) preserve the greatest concentration of potential 
sites. This can be seen for example in Grids 5, 6 and 16. Conversely, low-lying areas which are likely 
to have been subject to more agricultural improvements (e.g. Grid 12, 13, 62) present few new sites 
with topographic signatures, and some existing sites are preserved only as very low profile 
monuments. 

Several possible Bronze Age features are present, including the large oval enclosure identified as 
CH6 (Site 16.3 in this study) and a probable large barrow (Site 6.3). A number of previously recorded 
Bronze Age sites were only found during previous construction projects (e.g. in pipeline laying). This 
is likely to mean that Bronze Age monuments will be under-represented in this study and that 
significant numbers could be found at the excavation stage (especially fulachaí fia). Two sites have 
been tentatively identified as fulachtaí fia but the small size of such monuments makes them difficult 
to identify through lidar survey. Other Bronze Age features such as pits are likely to have left no 
topographic signature at all and are therefore invisible to lidar.  

A number of field systems have also been identified in the lidar survey. Field systems are notoriously 
difficult to date by form alone. While some (e.g. Site 5.4) are in close proximity to early medieval 
enclosures this is not any guarantee that the field system has any connection to the enclosures. In 
other cases (e.g. 39.1; 58.1) the field systems appear more closely related to deserted settlement-
type land enclosure – generally represented by small, rectangular fields often on a single alignment. 
These represent a croft-toft arrangement and might be expected to have house platforms parallel to 
the settlement long axis. 
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9 sites previously identified within the SMR/RMP as ‘Ringfort – rath’ have been awarded a 
confidence score of 0, meaning they are effectively levelled. In addition, 13 ‘Enclosure’ sites are also 
awarded the same confidence score. This represents a significant loss of above ground 
archaeological remains since the first edition OS maps were compiled in the mid C19th. 

Sites and areas of potentially high significance  
A number of areas of high archaeological potential have been highlighted based on complexes of 
enclosures/field boundaries (see Figs 9-24 below). Additionally, 9 further sites of significance have 
been highlighted. These can be cross-referenced with the image catalogue in Appendix 4. 

 Area around Site 2.3 (Fig. 9). Numerous field boundaries and possible enclosure 
elements. 

 Wider area of CH4 and BH1 (Fig. 10). 100 m corridor catches the western portion but 
avoids much of the obvious archaeology. The field systems here (Site 5.4) may well 
have a prehistoric origin. This also incorporates BH1, newly identified enclosure 6.1 and 
ringforts LI010-010, LI010-011 and LI010-012 (AH1). 

 Wider area of CH43 (Fig. 11). This incorporates an extensive field system (15.3) much of 
which lies under woodland, and includes the ringforts 15.2, 15.4 and 15.6. The northern 
part of this area is impacted by the 100 m corridor but the archaeological landscape 
extends for another c. 400m south. 

 Area north of LI019-048 (Fig. 12). Elongated area of enclosures and field systems.  
 The area around BH4 and CH11 (Fig. 13) also includes enclosures 18.3 (which lies south 

of the corridor) and field system 18.5. The northern part of field system 18.5 is 
impacted by the 100m corridor 

 Area around 19.3 and 24.1 (Fig. 14). Elements of field systems in the hinterland of 
LI019-058. 

 LI019-064 large ringfort (Fig. 15). At least bivallate and with central platform measuring 
c. 37m diameter. Suggestion of associated rectangular enclosure to the east, perhaps 
suggesting later fortification of this site. Northern edge of site likely to be impacted by 
100m corridor. 

 Area around 26.1-2 (Fig. 16). Three enclosures and some field boundaries in this 
location along existing pipeline route. 

 Area around LI020-056001 and LI010-056002 (Fig. 17). Complex area of field 
boundaries and enclosures. Likely to represent a significant medieval settlement. 

 The area of DL12 (Fig. 18). Incorporating cashel LI020-057, ringforts 52.3 and 52.4, field 
system 53.2 and enclosure 57.1. This is a significant cluster of probable early medieval 
monuments preserved within a former demesne landscape. Northeast portion 
impacted by 100m road corridor. 

 Designed landscape 76.1, Glebe House, Castlematrix (Fig. 19). 
 Field systems associated with LI020-159 (BH 39; AH119) (Fig. 20). 
 Designed landscape associated with Clonshire House (49.1). Fig. 21. 
 The area around BH28, including 49.3 Ringfort and 49.4 Mound  (Fig. 23) is of high 

archaeological potential and is significantly impacted by the 100 m corridor Significant 
complex of field boundaries including 2 potential monuments (Fig. 22). 
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 Area of DL18 and eastwards (Fig. 23), including CH96. Incorporating deserted 
settlement LI021-025001 and burial ground LI021-25002. Settlement extends eastward 
beyond road (33.2) and possible as far as field system 33.1. This represents an extensive 
later medieval settlement complex with elements of early medieval enclosure 
incorporated. Enclosure 32.1 may represent a previously unrecorded ecclesiastical site. 
There is no indication of remains north of the present road corridor. 

 The area of 16.3 Hilltop Enclosure (CH6 and CH7) (Fig. 24) has significant archaeological 
potential and incorporates a possible cashel (16.2) and extensive field system 16.1. This 
may be connected to the field systems around CH43 above. The northern part of this 
area is impacted by the 100m corridor 
 

Individual sites of significance 
 Possible deserted settlement 58.1, comprising a series of plots divided east-west. 
 Barrow 6.3. A substantial bowl barrow, c. 56 m diameter. Central area partially overlain 

by possible church (townland is named ‘Churchfield’) 
 Enclosure 17.1 may represent a large and previously undescribed platform rath, 

although it is difficult to categorise from its topographic appearance alone. 59 x 45 m  
 LI020-113 crannog (Grid 63; AH95). This site appears to be exceptionally well-preserved 

as a platform, c. 35 m diameter within the infilled lake basin of Rathkeale. Road corridor 
passes within 150 m of site to NE. 

 Conjoined enclosures LI021-011001 (AH62) and LI021-011002 (AH62) lie within the 
corridor extents (although outside of the 100 m corridor). Such conjoined enclosures are 
uncommon and poorly understood. 

 Enclosures 14.3 and 14.4 are both likely to be impacted by the 100 m road corridor 
 Settlement 39.1 appears to extend northeastwards beneath the 100 m road corridor  
 Site LI021-015 (AH69) is closer to the corridor than planned owing to being incorrectly 

placed in the RMP and will be impacted by the 100m road corridor. 
 The large moated site 38.2 is potentially significant. 
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Future Recommendations 
A number of recommendations are proposed, based on the lidar prospection.  

 Further survey (i.e. geophysical survey) is suggested at any site (existing or newly 
recognised) potentially impacted by the road corridor. 

 Extreme caution is advised in areas identified as wetland environments. Previous 
infrastructural schemes in the area (e.g. Gas Pipeline to the West) have consistently 
identified monuments within these environments, especially fulachtaí fia, and it is likely that 
a large number of these will be encountered on this scheme. 

 Some of the large areas of field systems identified are potential archaeological ‘hot spots’, 
especially as regards early medieval activity. Some of these are previously identified as 
scheme constraints, but in some cases these have been only partially defined to this point.  

 The opportunity to feed back the results of geophysical survey to the lidar prospection 
would be very useful and allow future lidar-based prospection to be better defined. As such, 
all geophysical survey results should be requested as georeferenced tiff files to incorporate 
into the final scheme GIS. 

 

Bibliography 
Challis, K., Forlin, P. and Kincey, M. 2011. A Generic Toolkit for the Visualization of Archaeological 
Features on Airborne LiDAR Elevation Data. Archaeological Prospection 18, 279–289. 

Crutchley, S. 2010. The Light Fantastic. Available online at: 
https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/light-fantastic/light-fantastic.pdf/ 

Grogan, E., O’Donnell, L. and Johnston, P. 2007. The Bronze Age Landscapes of the Pipeline to the 
West: an Integrated Archaeological and Environmental Assessment (Bray: Wordwell). 

Hesse, R. 2010. LiDAR-derived Local Relief Models – a new tool for archaeological prospection. 
Archaeological Prospection 17, 67–72. 

Zakšek, K., Oštir, K. and Kokalj, Ž. 2011. Sky-View Factor as a Relief Visualization Technique. Remote 
Sensing 3, 398-415. 

Kokalj, Ž., Zakšek, K., Oštir, K. 2011. Application of Sky-View Factor for the Visualization of Historic 
Landscape Features in Lidar-Derived Relief Models. Antiquity 85, 327: 263-273. 

 

  



44 
 

Appendices 
Appendix 1 comprises a list of all sites within the 1 km road corridor, including  classification, code, 
townland, barony, parish, constraint numbers, grid, confidence and a brief descriptions. The range of 
fields presented means that there is not space to include the ITM co-ordinates within this table. 
However, all images can be cross-referenced to the image catalogue (Appendix 4). Where available 
previously excavated sites have been cross-referenced with their license number. 

As part of the Limerick survey remains unpublished it is suggested that any impact on these 
monuments should involve additional desk-based research, in particular consulting the NMS 
archives. This is considered beyond the scope of the current study. 

Appendix 2 comprises a ‘zoomed out’ view of the grid scheme as AP, LRM and SVF images. 

Appendix 3 comprises a gridwise image catalogue, with images presented in 2-grid blocks 

Appendix 4 constitutes a brief grid by grid description of each square 

Appendix 5 comprises the main image catalogue. This is ordered in a grid by grid manner, with 
images of previously recorded sites followed within each grid square by images of newly identified 
potential features. In some cases additional images of constraints are placed at the beginning of 
this grid sections. 
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APPENDIX 1: LIST OF ALL SITES 
WITHIN THE 1KM CORRIDOR1 

 

                                                           
1 Sites shown in bold lie within the table lie within the 100 m corridor. 
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Appendix 2: Overview of grid 
system and visualisations2

                                                           
2 In the following image catalogue the route is illustrated from west to east as opposed to respecting strict 
grid-square order 
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Appendix 3: Grid by grid overview 
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Appendix 4: Brief description of 
grid squares3 

  

                                                           
3 In the tables below sites impacted by the 100 m road corridor are marked in bold. 
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Grid 1. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Castle - tower house LI010-007---- Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 1 
Enclosure LI010-009---- Durnish Shanid Robertstown 1 
Field system 1.1 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 1 
Possible enclosure 1.2 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 3 
Enclosure 1.3 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 2 
Designed landscape 1.4 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 2 
Possible enclosure 1.5 Durnish Shanid Robertstown 2 
Enclosure 1.6 Durnish Shanid Robertstown 3 
Ringfort 1.7 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 2 

Increase from 2 to 9 sites. Much of this grid is occupied by the edge of Foynes town. Several features 
(e.g. 1.1; 1.2; 1.3; 1.4) lie within former Corgrig House demesne.  

Grid 2. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort 2.1 Durnish Shanid Robertstown 1 
Enclosure 2.2 Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 1 
Settlement 2.3 Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 1 
Settlement cluster 2.4 Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 2 

Increase from 0 to 4 sites, three of which are strong candidates. Some reclaimed land within this grid 
square along the Robertstown River. Includes part of Churchfield townland. 

Grid 3. 

No sites recorded. 

Grid 4. 

No sites recorded. 

Grid 5. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - 
cashel 

LI010-010---- Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 1 

Enclosure 5.1 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 1 
Enclosure 5.2 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 1 
Field system 5.3 Corgrig Shanid Robertstown 1 
Field system 5.4 Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 1 

Increase from 1 to 5 sites, all of which are strong candidates. Perhaps in the hinterland of the very 
large enclosure LI010-064001- which lies to the SW. Also includes some glebe land, perhaps 
assiociated with the adjacent townland of Churchfield or LI010-069001 which is in Grid 6. One site, 
field system 5.4, is impacted by the 100 m road corridor. 
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Grid 6 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI010-011---- Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 1 
Ringfort - rath LI010-012---- Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 1 
Castle - tower 
house 

LI010-013---- Churchfield Shanid Robertstown 1 

Ringfort - rath LI010-066---- Sroolane North Shanid Robertstown 0 
Ringfort - rath LI010-068---- Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 0 
Church LI010-069001- Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Graveyard LI010-069002- Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Mill - unclassified LI010-106---- Sroolane North Shanid Robertstown 0 
Enclosure LI010-144---- Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Enclosure 6.1 Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 3 
Ringfort 6.2 Sroolane North Shanid Robertstown 2 
Barrow 6.3 Churchfield Shanid Shanagolden 1 
Ringfort 6.4 Ardaneer Shanid Shanagolden 2 

Increase from 9 to 13 sites, including one very strong candidate and one site (6.2) within the road 
corridor. Hinterland of Robertstown Castle (LI010-13) and church (LI010-069001-). 

Grid 7. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Conf 
Burial ground LI010-071---- Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 2 
Ringfort - rath LI010-073---- Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 1 

No potential new sites recorded. Mostly low-lying ground adjacent to Robertstown River. 

Grid 8. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI010-079---- Craggs Shanid Robertstown 0 
Ringfort - rath LI010-084---- Craggs Shanid Robertstown 0 
Burnt mound LI010-141001- Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 4 
Pit LI010-141002- Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 4 
Road - gravel/stone 
trackway - peatland 

LI010-141003- Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 4 

Cashel 8.1 Craggs Shanid Robertstown 1 
Platform 8.2 Craggs Shanid Robertstown 3 
Ringfort 8.3 Oorla Shanid Robertstown 1 

Increase from 5 to 8 sites, including two strong candidates. Southern part of grid dominated by a 
large quarry which extends to grid 16.  

Grid 9. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Mound 9.1 Mulderricksfield Shanid Robertstown 2 

One potential new site. Grid only clipped by the road corridor. 
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Grid 10. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure 10.1 Hazelfield Shanid Robertstown 1 

One potential new strong candidate site. Grid only clipped by the road corridor. 

Grid 11. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Possible enclosure 11.1 Ballycullen Connello Lower Lismakeery 2 
Enclosure 11.2 Ballycullen Connello Lower Lismakeery 1 

Two potential new sites, including one strong candidate. Grid with some possible cut peatland or 
reclaimed land, with stream channel running n-s. 

Grid 12. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI010-107---- Cloonreask Connello Lower Askeaton 1 
Possible enclosure 12.1 Cloonreask Connello Lower Askeaton 2 
Settlement cluster 12.2 Cloonreask Connello Lower Askeaton 3 

Two potential new sites including one (12.2) within the road corridor. 

Grid 13. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Conf 
Ringfort - rath LI011-090---- Cloonreask Connello Lower Askeaton 2 

No potential new sites recorded. Adjacent to the town of askeaton and only clipped by the 1 km 
route corridor. 

Grid 14. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Excavation - 
miscellaneous 

LI010-136006- Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 4 

Burial LI010-136005- Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 4 
Excavation - 
miscellaneous 

LI010-136001- Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 4 

Road - unclassified 
togher 

LI010-136002- Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 4 

Fulacht fia LI010-136003- Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 4 
Fulacht fia LI010-136004- Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 4 
Burnt mound LI010-142---- Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 4 
Ringfort 14.1 Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 3 
Enclosure 14.2 Inchagreenoge Shanid Robertstown 2 
Enclosure 14.3 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Enclosure 14.4 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Field system 14.5 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 2 

Increased from 7 to 12 sites, including two strong candidates. Includes a number of sites excavated 
on Gas Pipeline to the West in low-lying ground. This highlights the potential for these wetland areas 
to yield archaeological remains in this region.  
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Grid 15.  

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI010-070---- Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Enclosure LI010-074---- Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 1 
Excavation - miscellaneous LI010-140---- Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 4 
Enclosure 15.1 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Ringfort 15.2 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Field system/ribbon settlement 15.3 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 
Ringfort 15.4 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 2 
Field system 15.5 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 3 
Ringfort 15.6 Robertstown Shanid Robertstown 1 

Increase from 3 to 9 sites, including three strong potential new sites. Three sites within the road 
corridor – LI010-074, 15.2 and 15.3. An area of extensive early medieval activity around field system 
15.3 especially. 

Grid 16.  

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI010-081---- Craggs Shanid Kilmoylan 0 
Field system 16.1 Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 1 
Cashel 16.2 Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 1 
Hilltop enclosure 16.3 Rincullia Shanid Robertstown 1 
Possible enclosure 16.4 Ballinknockane Shanid Kilmoylan 1 
Possible enclosure 16.5 Ballinknockane Shanid Kilmoylan 3 

Increase from 1 to 6 sites, including four strong potential new sites. Two sites, hilltop enclosure 16.3 
and ringfort LI010-081 – are impacted by the road corridor. Grid dominated by significant quarry and 
possible hilltop enclosure 16.3 (CH6). 

Grid 17. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI010-087---- Craggs Shanid Kilmoylan 1 
Ringfort - cashel LI010-090---- Mulderricksfield Shanid Kilmoylan 1 
Ringfort - rath LI019-048---- Craggs Shanid Kilmoylan 1 
Enclosure LI019-238---- Craggs Shanid Kilmoylan 1 
Enclosure 17.1 Mulderricksfield Shanid Kilmoylan 1 
Settlement cluster 17.2 Mulderricksfield Shanid Robertstown 1 
Ringfort 17.3 Mulderricksfield Shanid Kilmoylan 2 
Possible enclosure 17.4 Mulderricksfield Shanid Kilmoylan 3 
Enclosure 17.5 Craggs Shanid Kilmoylan 3 
Enclosure 17.6 Craggs Shanid Kilmoylan 1 
Platform 17.7 Craggs Shanid Kilmoylan 2 
Field system 17.8 Mulderricksfield Shanid Kilmoylan 2 

Increase from 4 to 12 sites, including three strong candidates. A significant area of early medieval 
archaeology including several enclosures. Predominantly low-lying.  
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Grid 18. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI010-097---- Ballyclogh (Connello 

Lower by.) 
Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 0 

Ringfort - rath LI010-098---- Ballyclogh (Connello 
Lower by.) 

Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 0 

Ringfort - rath LI010-099---- Mulderricksfield Shanid Kilmoylan 0 
Pit LI010-134---- Ballyellinan Connello 

Lower 
Lismakeery 4 

Enclosure 18.1 Ballyclogh (Ed Askeaton 
West) 

Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 1 

Possible 
enclosure 

18.2 Ballyclogh (Ed Askeaton 
West) 

Shanid Lismakeery 3 

Enclosure 18.3 Ballyclogh (Ed Askeaton 
West) 

Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 1 

Possible 
enclosure 

18.4 Ballyellinan Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 2 
 

Field system 18.5 Ballyclogh (Ed Askeaton 
West) 

Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 1 

Increase from 4 to 8 sites, including two strong candidates and one site impacted by the road 
corridor. Southern half of grid occupied by Ballyclogh Demesne, northern half by very small, irregular 
fields (field system 18.5), partly impacted by the 100 m road corridor. 

Grid 19.  

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Castle - 
unclassified 

LI019-059---- Ballycullen Connello Lower Lismakeery 4 

Redundant 
record 

LI019-060---- Ballycullen Connello Lower Lismakeery 4 

Fulachta fia LI010-149---- Ballycullen Connello Lower Lismakeery 4 
Field system 19.1 Ballyclogh (Ed 

Askeaton West) 
Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 3 

Ringfort 19.2 Ballyclogh (Ed Askeaton 
West) 

Connello Lower Lismakeery 1 

Field system 19.3 Ballyclogh (Ed Askeaton 
West) 

Connello Lower Lismakeery 2 

Ringfort 19.4 Ballyclogh (Ed 
Askeaton West) 

Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeer 1 

Increase from 3 to 7 sites, including 2 strong candidates. Two sites are impacted by the road 
corridor, including site 19.4 which lies within CH13. Almost entirely occupied by Ballycullen House 
demesne. 

Grid 20. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI010-103---- Cloonreask Connello Lower Askeaton 1 
Fulacht fia LI019-268---- Baunreagh Connello Lower Askeaton 4 
Fulacht fia LI019-269---- Baunreagh Connello Lower Lismakeery 4 
Enclosure 20.1 Baunreagh Connello Lower Askeaton 1 

Increase from 4 to 5 sites, the only new site (20.1) being a strong candidate. Approximately half of 
the grid is outside of the 1 km route corridor. Much ground that is  liable to flooding. 
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Grid 21. 

No sites recorded. Only clipped by route corridor. 

Grid 22. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI012-085---- Ballybronoge North Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 
Enclosure 22.1 Ballybronoge North Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 
Enclosure 22.2 Ballybronoge North Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 

Increase from 1 to 3 sites, with the two additional sites being strong candidates. Grid only clipped by 
route corridor. Sites in grounds of spring lodge. 

Grid 23. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Designed landscape feature LI012-138---- Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 0 
Fulacht fia LI021-178---- Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 0 
Fulacht fia LI021-183---- Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 0 

No additional sites recorded. Grid only clipped by route corridor.  

Grid 24. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - 
rath 

LI019-058--
-- 

Ballyclogh (Connello Lower by.) Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 1 

Field 
system 

24.1 Ballyclogh (Ed Askeaton West) Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 3 

One additional site recorded. Much of this grid is very low lying. Recorded as alluvium in GSI data. 
Some potential for wetland archaeology/fulachtai fia. 

Grid 25. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI019-064---- Lismakeery Connello 

Lower 
Lismakeery 1 

Fulacht fia LI020-
163001- 

Baunreagh Connello 
Lower 

Askeaton 4 

Excavation - miscellaneous LI020-
163002- 

Baunreagh Connello 
Lower 

Askeaton 4 

Pit LI019-267---- Baunreagh Connello 
Lower 

Askeaton 4 

No additional sites recorded. Some glebe land associated probably with Lismakeery chuch to the 
south. Three sites impacted by the road corridor, two of which have been previously excavated. 
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Grid 26. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI020-002---- Ballynacaheragh Connello 

Lower 
Askeaton 1 

Fulacht fia LI020-175---- Milltown North Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 4 

Excavation - 
miscellaneous 

LI020-177---- Milltown North Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 4 

Enclosure 26.1 Milltown North Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 3 

Ringfort 26.2 Milltown North Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 1 

Enclosure 26.3 Milltown North Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 3 

Building 26.4 Ballynacaheragh Connello 
Lower 

Askeaton 2 

Field system 26.5 Milltown North Connello 
Lower 

Lismakeery 2 

Increase from 3 to 8 sites recorded, including one strong candidate. An active area of early medieval 
archaeology, especially to the south of the road corridor. 

Grid 27. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-006---- Boolaglass Connello Lower Nantinan 1 

No new sites recorded. Grid only clipped by route corridor. Bisected N-S by Deel River. 

Grid 28. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort 28.1 Mondellihy Coshma Adare 1 

One new site recorded, a strong candidate. Grid only clipped by route corridor. Grounds of 
Mondellihy House.  

 

Grid 29. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-147002- Kilgobbin Coshma Adare 0 

No new sites recorded. Significant part of grid occupied by grounds of Mondellihy House. One site 
impacted by road corridor, of which no topographic trace remains. 
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Grid 30.  

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-014---- Kilgobbin Coshma Adare 1 
Enclosure LI021-015---- Rineroe Coshma Adare 2 
Enclosure LI021-115---- Ballyloughnaan Pubblebrien Croom 0 
Enclosure LI021-148---- Kilgobbin Coshma Adare 0 
Possible enclosure 30.1 Rineroe Coshma Adare 2 

Increase from 4 to 5 sites recorded. One site (LI021-148) is impacted by the road corridor but has no 
topographic expression. Much low-lying ground, especially to west of grid. 

Grid 31. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-018---- Ballycarrane Pubblebrien Croom 2 
Enclosure LI021-020---- Killeen (Coshma by) Coshma Adare 1 
Moated site LI021-017---- Gorteen 

(Pubblebrien by.) 
Pubblebrien Croom 3 

Enclosure LI021-121---- Monearla Coshma Adare 1 
Kiln - corn-
drying 

LI021-180---- Gorteen 
(Pubblebrien by.) 

Pubblebrien Croom 4 

Fulacht fia LI021-181001- Ballycarrane Pubblebrien Croom 4 
Fulacht fia LI021-181002- Ballycarrane Pubblebrien Croom 4 
Kiln - corn-
drying 

LI021-187---- Gorteen 
(Pubblebrien by.) 

Pubblebrien Croom 4 

Enclosure 31.1 Ballycarrane Pubblebrien Croom 1 
Enclosure 31.2 Gorteen (ed Clarina) Pubblebrien Croom 1 
Ringfort 31.3 Ballycarrane Pubblebrien Croom 1 

Increase from 7 to 10 sites, including 6 to be impacted by the road corridor. Of these, four sites were 
excavated as part of previous infrastructural projects and one (LI021-017) is likely to be the same as 
31.2. Includes grounds of Ballycurrane House and Newborough House.  

Grid 32. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-021---- Ballybronoge South Pubblebrien Killonahan 2 
Settlement deserted - 
medieval 

LI021-
025001- 

Ballybronoge South Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 

Burial ground LI021-
025002- 

Ballybronoge South Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 

Redundant record LI021-122---- Ballybronoge South Pubblebrien Killonahan 4 
Ring-ditch LI021-167---

- 
Ballybronoge 
South 

Pubblebrien Killonahan 4 

Road - road/trackway LI021-
025003- 

Ballybronoge South Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 

Hearth LI021-185---- Ballybronoge South Pubblebrien Killonahan 4 
Enclosure 32.1 Ballybronoge South Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 

Increase from 7 to 8 sites, with one additional strong candidate. One site is impacted by the road 
corridor but was previously excavated as part of the N20/N21 road improvement scheme (98E0506). 
Grounds of Attyflin House, including significant later medieval archaeology associated with LI021-
025001. 
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Grid 33. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-027---- Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 2 
Fulacht fia LI021-177---- Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 4 
Field system 33.1 Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 
Deserted settlement (continued) 33.2 Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 1 
Field system 33.3 Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 2 
Ringfort 33.4 Attyflin Pubblebrien Killonahan 2 

Increase from 2 to 6 sites, including two strong candidates. Grounds of Attyflin House including 
significant later medieval archaeology associated with LI021-025001.  

Grid 34. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-003---- Milltown North Connello lower Lismakeery 1 
Ringfort - cashel LI020-

004001- 
Milltown North Connello lower Lismakeery 1 

Castle - tower house LI020-
004002- 

Milltown North Connello lower Lismakeery 1 

Souterrain LI020-176---- Milltown North Connello lower Lismakeery 1 
Hollow way 34.1 Milltown North Connello lower Lismakeery 1 
Building 34.2 Milltown South Connello lower Lismakeery 2 
Enclosure 34.3 Milltown South Connello lower Lismakeery 2 
Possible burnt 
mound 

34.4 Milltown South Connello lower Lismakeery 2 

Increase from 4 to 8 sites, including one strong candidate. Hinterland of large cashel LI020-004001-. 
Despite townland name no recorded mill. 

Grid 35. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI020-005--

-- 
Milltown north Connello 

lower 
Lismakeery 0 

Ringfort - rath LI020-007--
-- 

Boolaglass Connello 
lower 

Nantinan 1 

Possible enclosure 35.1 Boolaglass Connello 
lower 

Nantinan 2 

Modified landscape 
feature 

35.2 Boolaglass Connello 
lower 

Nantinan 2 

Mound 35.3 Boolaglass Connello 
lower 

Nantinan 2 

Ringfort 35.4 Boolaglass Connello 
lower 

Nantinan 1 

Possible burnt mound 35.5 Bullaun Connello 
lower 

Nantinan 2 

Increase from 2 to 7 sites, including one strong candidate. Enclosure LI020-005 will be impacted by 
the road corridor. Grid dominated by small field systems. 

Grid 36. 

No sites recorded. 
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Grid 37. 

No sites recorded. 

Grid 38. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure 38.1 Kilknockan Kenry Adare 2 
Moated site 38.2 Kilknockan Kenry Adare 1 

Two new sites recorded, including one strong candidate. Both will be impacted by the road corridor. 
Much low-lying ground, recorded as alluvium in GSI mapping. Possibility of wetland sites/fulacht. 

Grid 39. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-118---- Islandea Coshma Adare 2 
Enclosure LI021-151001- Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 0 
Enclosure LI021-151002- Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 0 
Settlement 39.1 Islandea Coshma Adare 2 

One new site recorded which will be impacted by the road corridor. Bisected by Maigue River and 
clipping Curraghbridge Demesne. 

Grid 40. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-010---- Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 0 
Enclosure LI021-011001- Mondellihy Coshma Adare 1 
Enclosure LI021-011002- Mondellihy Coshma Adare 1 
Fulacht fia LI021-173---- Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 4 
Chapel LI021-032011- Adare Coshma Adare 1 
Enclosure LI021-143---- Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 0 
Enclosure LI021-144---- Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 0 
Enclosure LI021-149---- Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 0 
Ringfort 40.1 Ardshanbally Coshma Adare 3 

Increase from 8 to 9 sites, 6 of which are to be impacted by the road corridor. Includes one site 
previously excavated as part of infrastructural works and two sites where no visible trace remains. 
Clips northern edge of Adare manor. Riverside situation raises potential for fulachtai fia (Maigue 
River). 

Grid 41. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure LI021-145---- Mondellihy Coshma Adare 2 
Enclosure LI021-146---- Kilgobbin Coshma Adare 0 
Enclosure LI021-147001- Kilgobbin Coshma Adare 0 
Enclosure LI021-150---- Rineroe Coshma Adare 0 
Excavation - miscellaneous LI021-179---- Kilgobbin Coshma Adare 4 

No new sites recorded. Two previously identified sites to be impacted by the road corridor, neither 
of which have any topographic trace. 
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Grid 42. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure 42.1 Rineroe Coshma Adare 1 

One previously unrecorded site, a strong candidate. Low-lying ground to northwest of grid 
(alluvium), with potential for wetland sites/fulachtai fia. 

Grid 43.  

No sites recorded. 

Grid 44. 

No sites recorded. Only clipped by route corridor. 

Grid 45.  

No sites recorded. Only clipped by route corridor. 

Grid 46.  

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-053---- Feeagh Connello lower Nantinan 1 
Ringfort - rath LI020-054---- Nantinan Connello lower Nantinan 1 
Mill - unclassified LI020-135---- Feeagh Connello lower Nantinan 4 
Enclosure 46.1 Ardgoul north Connello lower Nantinan 1 
Enclosure 46.2 Ardgoul North Connello lower Nantinan 1 
Ringfort 46.3 Nantinan Connello lower Nantinan 1 

Increase from 3 to 6 sites, including three strong candidates. Much of grid taken up by grounds of 
Nantinan House.   

Grid 47. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ritual site - holy well LI020-055---- Ardgoul South Connello lower Nantinan 4 
Church LI020-056001- Nantinan Connello lower Nantinan 1 
Graveyard LI020-056002- Nantinan Connello lower Nantinan 1 
Field system 47.1 Nantinan Connello lower Nantinan 1 
Ringfort 47.2 Nantinan Connello lower Nantinan 1 

Increase from 3 to 5 sites, including two strong candidates. Grounds of Nantinan House, including 
fair green. Potentially a significant later medieval settlement. 

Grid 48. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Mill - unclassified LI021-002---- Tuogh (Kenry by.) Kenry Adare 4 

No new sites recorded. Some areas of low-lying ground, liable to floods. 
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Grid 49. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI021-005---

- 
Tuogh (Kenry by.) Kenry Adare 1 

Designed 
landscape 

49.1 Clonshire Beg Connello lower Clonshire 1 

Enclosure 49.2 Rower Nore Coshma Adare 1 
Ringfort 49.3 Tuogh (Ed Adare North) Kenry Adare 1 
Mound 49.4 Tuogh (Ed Adare North) Kenry Adare 3 

Increase from 1 to 4 sites including 3 strong candidates. Two sites to be impacted by the road 
corridor, including LI021-005. Significant area of alluvium running from NW (grid 38). Potential for 
wetland archaeology/fulachtai fiadh. 

Grid 50. 

No sites recorded 

Grid 51.  

No sites recorded. 

Grid 52. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-052---- Feeagh Connello Lower Nantinan 1 

No new sites recorded. Much of grid taken up by grounds of Wellmount House (bh20). 

Grid 53. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - cashel LI020-057---- Graigeen Connello Llower Nantinan 1 
Ringfort - rath LI020-059---- Ballingarrane Connello Llower Nantinan 1 
Possible ringfort 53.1 Ballingarrane Connello Llower Nantinan 2 
Field system 53.2 Graigeen Connello Llower Nantinan 1 
Ringfort 53.3 Graigeen Connello Llower Nantinan 1 
Ringfort 53.4 Graigeen Connello Llower Nantinan 2 
Ringfort 53.5 Graigeen Connello Llower Nantinan 1 

Increase from 2 to 7 sites, including 3 strong candidates. Much of grid within Stoneville demesne. 
Several sites (53.2; 53.3; 53.4; LI020-057) lie within the former deer park. 

Grid 54. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-

086---- 
Ballinvira Connello Lower Cappagh 1 

Enclosure LI020-
087---- 

Graigue (Connello lower 
by., Croagh ed) 

Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Ritual site - holy 
well 

LI020-
093---- 

Ballinvira Connello Lower Croagh 4 

No new sites recorded. Includes part of the grounds of Ballinvira House.  
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Grid 55. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-095---- Clonshire More Connello Lower Clonshire 1 
Church LI021-

029001- 
Clonshire More Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Graveyard LI021-
029002- 

Clonshire More Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Cross LI021-
029003- 

Clonshire More Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Cross LI021-
029004- 

Clonshire More Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Castle - hall-
house 

LI020-159---- Clonshire More Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Possible 
enclosure 

55.1 Gortnagrour Connello Lower Clonshire 2 

Field system 55.2 Clonshire More Connello Lower Clonshire 2 

Increase from 6 to 8 sites, including one (a possible quarry) which will be impacted by the road 
corridor. Substantial glebe field associated with LI021-029001. 

Grid 56. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure 56.1 Clonshire beg Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

One new site recorded, a strong candidate. Grid mostly taken up by Clonshire Lodge and only 
clipped by route corridor. 

Grid 57.  

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-058---- Ballingarrane Connello Lower Nantinan 0 
Ringfort - rath LI020-060---- Ballingarrane Connello Lower Nantinan 1 
Enclosure 57.1 Stoneville Connello Lower Nantinan 1 
Possible enclosure 57.2 Ballingarrane Connello Lower Nantinan 3 

Increase from 2 to 4 sites, including one strong candidate. Catches edge of Stoneville Demesne. 

Grid 58. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Settlement 58.1 Ballingarrane Connello Lower Nantinan 2 

One new potential site. Catches edge of Doohyle Lough, so potential for wetland sites 

Grid 59. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-119---- Clogh east Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Ringfort - rath LI020-121---- Croagh Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Ringfort 59.1 Clogh east Connello Lower Croagh 1 

Increase from 2 to 3 sites, with one strong candidate. Much of grid outside of route corridor. 
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Grid 60.  

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure 60.1 Croagh Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Ringfort 60.2 Knockdromin Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Two previously unrecorded sites, both strong candidates. 

Grid 61. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-

088---- 
Graigue (connello 
lower by., croagh ed) 

Connello Lower Clonshire 1 

Building 61.1 Croagh Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Settlement 
cluster 

61.2 Croagh Connello Lower Croagh 3 

Enclosure 61.3 Croagh Connello Lower Croagh 2 
Enclosure 61.4 Croagh Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Enclosure 61.5 Croagh Connello Lower Croagh 1 

Increase from 1 to 6 sites, including three strong candidates. Three sites to be impacted by the road 
corridor, including 61.2 which lies within CH157. Includes BH37 (Smithfield House). 

Grid 62. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-126---- Coolballyshane Connello Lower Clonshire 1 
Mill - corn LI020-132---- Coolballyshane Connello Lower Clonshire 4 
Enclosure 62.1 Coolballyshane Connello Lower Clonshire 2 

Increase from 2 to 3 sites. Includes significant area of low-lying ground, including alluvium adjacent 
to LI020-159. 

Grid 63. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Crannog LI020-113---- Kyletaun Connello Lower Rathkeale 1 
Enclosure 63.1 Kyletaun Connello Lower Rathkeale 3 
Ringfort 63.2 Kyletaun Connello Lower Rathkeale 1 
Enclosure 63.3 Kyletaun Connello Lower Rathkeale 2 

Increase from 1 to 4 sites, including 1 strong candidate. Includes significant area of wetlands, former 
lake at Kyletaun. 
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Grid 64. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Burial ground LI020-114---

- 
Kyletaun Connello Lower Rathkeale 0 

Redundant 
record 

LI020-115---
- 

Wolfesburgess 
east 

Connello Lower Rathkeale 4 

Standing stone LI020-156---
- 

Rathkeale Connello Lower Rathkeale 0 

Ringfort 64.1 Ballingarrane Connello Lower Nantinan 2 

Increase from 3 to 4 sites. One site (the redundant record LI020-115) will be impacted by the road 
corridor. Including large area of terrestrialised lake (formerly Doohyle Lough). 

Grid 65. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Enclosure 65.1 Wolfesburgess East Connello Lower Rathkeale 3 
Platform 65.2 Blossomhill (ed Rathkeale Rural) Connello Lower Rathkeale 2 

Two previously unrecorded sites. Including large area of terrestrialised lake (formerly Doohyle 
Lough) and southern spur in Blossom Hill. 

Grid 66. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort 66.1 Amogan Beg Connello Lower Croagh 2 
Ringfort 66.2 Amogan Beg Connello Lower Croagh 2 
Enclosure 66.3 Clogh west Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Possible enclosure 66.4 Clogh West Connello Lower Croagh 3 
Ringfort 66.5 Clogh West Connello Lower Croagh 2 
Ringfort 66.6 Amogan Beg Connello Lower Croagh 2 

Six new sites recorded, including one strong candidate. Two sites (66.2 and 66.4) will be impacted by 
the road corridor. Includes significant element of early medieval settlement. Some low-lying ground. 

Grid 67. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-120---- Amogan Beg Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Ringfort - rath LI020-137---- Ballycannon Connello Lower Croagh 0 

No new sites recorded. 
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Grid 68. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI020-122---- Ballycannon Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Castle - unclassified LI020-123001- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Church LI020-123003- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Graveyard LI020-123002- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Fulacht fia LI020-172001- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 
Fulacht fia LI020-172002- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 
Fulacht fia LI020-172003- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 
Fulacht fia LI020-172004- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 
Fulacht fia LI020-172005- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 
Fulacht fia LI020-174---- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 

No new sites recorded. Several fulachtai fia were dug here as part of the Croagh Sewerage Scheme. 

Grid 69. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Fulacht fia LI020-171001- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 
Fulacht fia LI020-171002- Adamswood Connello Lower Croagh 4 

No new sites recorded. Includes further sites dug as part of the Croagh Sewerage Scheme. 

 

Grid 70. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Historic 
town 

LI029-
031001- 

Abbeylands,English 
Tenements,Enniscoush,Rath
keale 

Connello Lower Rathkeale 1 

Ringfort 70.1 Kyletaun Connello Lower Rathkeale 1 

Increase from 1 to 2 sites, including one strong candidate. Southern half of grid occupied by the 
town of Rathkeale. 

 

Grid 71. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Redundant 
record 

LI020-152---
- 

Rathkeale Connello 
Lower 

Rathkeale 4 

Standing stone LI029-029---
- 

Rathkeale Connello 
Lower 

Rathkeale 4 

Enclosure 71.1 Wolfesburgess East Connello 
Lower 

Rathkeale 2 

Increase from 2 to 3 sites. Reduntant record LI020-152 will be impacted by the road corridor. Much 
of grid occupied by the town of Rathkeale. 
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Grid 72. 

CLASSDES
C 

SMRS TOWNLAND BARONY PARISH Confidence 

Ringfort - 
rath 

LI029-034--
-- 

Blossomhill (Connello Lower By.) Connello 
Lower 

Rathkeale 1 

Ringfort - 
rath 

LI029-037--
-- 

Blossomhill (Connello Lower By.) Connello 
Lower 

Rathkeale 1 

No new sites recorded. Clips edge of Beechmount Demesne to the south. 

Grid 73. 

CLASSDESC SMRS TOWNLAND BARONY PARISH Confidence 
Enclosure LI020-116---- Amogan Beg Connello Lower Croagh 0 
Redundant record LI020-117---- Amogan Beg Connello Lower Croagh 4 
Enclosure 73.1 Croagh Commons Connello Lower Croagh 1 
Ringfort 73.2 Ballymacave Connello Lower Croagh 2 

Increase from 2 to 4 sites with one strong candidate. One site (LI021-116) will be impacted by the 
road corrodor. 

Grid 74. 

CLASSDESC SMRS TOWNLAND BARONY PARISH Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI029-042---- Amogan Beg Connello Lower Croagh 1 

No new sites recorded. Includes much of grounds of Newpark House. Some low-lying wet areas and 
glebe lands further south. 

Grid 75. 

No sites recorded 

Grid 76. 

Class Code Townland Barony Parish Confidence 
Ringfort - rath LI029-

023---- 
Wolfesburgess West Connello Lower Rathkeale 1 

Bridge LI029-
031002- 

English 
Tenements,Enniscoush,Rathk
eale 

Connello Lower Rathkeale 1 

Designed 
landscape 

76.1 Castlematrix Connello Lower Rathkeale 2 

Increase from 2 to 3 sites. Includes glebe lands associated with church at Mount Southwell and 
grounds of Castlematrix. 
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